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Spiritual Advisor’s Message “Admission into 

heaven is something money cannot buy. The only 

currency that has any value to secure our entrance 

is that of love. In a world where so many things can 

be bought with money, often our minds center more 

on money than upon love. What Jesus is trying to 

tell us is that money is a good servant but a bad 

master. When money is employed as a servant, it 

can bring joy and comfort to millions and especially 

to those who have little or none of it. But let money 

become our master, let it take the first place in our 

lives and it can be a tyrant. It can harden our hearts 

and blind our vision of the supreme realities of our 

existence. Millions of dollars passed through the 

hands of St. Vincent and he made every cent a 

good servant. Vincent regarded the money which he 

received or possessed as the “patrimony of the 

poor,” and so it was always to be used for the bene-

fit of the poor.” (McCullen, Deep Down Things, p. 

560) 

Thank-you Note from a Neighbor  

The following is note of appreciation from a neigh-

bor we helped through St. Williams Conference: 

“Thank you for helping me and my daughters to not 

have to move. This path of being unable to work 

again until just recently has been stressful, to say 

the least. The generous help coming from other 

conferences has taken so much of the constant 

worry and stress off of me. There are truly no words 

to describe my thankfulness for everyone's help. I 

knew God had walked with me through this journey. 

My prayers and thankfulness to everyone for assist-

ing a family they never met. It is truly humbling. 

When I am completely back on my feet I will pay it 

forward.”  

Where Do Your Donations Go?   During July 

and August, our members have conducted “Home 

Visits” with a total of eight Neighbors and provided a 

total of $5,460.73 in financial assistance; more than 

350 pounds of food and groceries from our food 

pantry; and dozens of articles of clothing. Donations 

went to help with housing/rent ($1727.50); transpor-

tation/car costs  ($1099.20); electricity ($1865.13); 

gas utility ($588.90); and other miscellaneous needs 

($180.00).  We are receiving more requests from 

Neighbors within our parish boundaries.  Four of the 

eight Neighbors helped were within parish bounda-

ries.  If you know of a parishioner or any Neighbor 

whom you think might need material assistance or 

simply a home visit from someone who truly cares 

about their wellbeing, encourage them to call (254-

214-7493) and allow us a chance to help them.  

Identifying Neighbors in Need  On most oc-

casions, our conference members respond to calls 

for help from Neighbors in need.  But recently one of 

our members went above and beyond to locate a lo-

cal family whose home burned down.  Donna Hecker 

was watching the local news on TV when she heard 

the story about a family who lost their home of 40 

years due to an electrical fire.  Donna phoned the TV 

station and got a lead that allowed her to trace their 

daughter through Facebook. After they were located, 

Lisa Sanders and Bobby Jetelina delivered food, 

clothing and toiletries to get them started on the road 

to recovery.  



Excerpt from the Rule / SSVdP Member 

Handbook: Home visits: Reverence for 

the Poor  All encounters must be founded on re-

spect for those we serve. There may be times when 

you think you know best and want to tell people how 

to solve their problems. It is tempting to tell people 

how to run their lives, but this is not the role of a 

friend. We enter our Neighbors' lives as friends and 

servants. Respect for the dignity and judgment of 

those being helped must be part of the relationship. 

The people we visit have minds of their own. They 

know where the shoe pinches most painfully, so 

they should be helped in the way that they will find 

most useful. Never tell people what to do. The aim 

should be to give as much as we can in terms of 

material aid, services and time. Visitors must be 

careful not to judge those they serve, even in their 

hearts. We will never know all the circumstances of 

someone's past life. People fall into difficulties for 

many reasons, and some not of their own mak-

ing. The only criterion for our help is need; the 

cause of the need does not matter. 

Clothing Donations — Please look for specific 

clothing needs listed in the St. Jerome church bulle-

tin each week.  
 

NEED HELP? Call Us!! Phone: 254-214-7493 or 

send us an email at:     ssvdp@stjeromewaco.org 

Financial Donations – We ask that you consid-

er regularly supporting the SSVdP. Donations may 

be made in the “Poor Box” near the narthex main 

entrance, by online giving, by placing cash or check 

in a SSVdP envelope and dropping it in the regular 

collection, or by contributing to the second collection 

that is taken on the third Sunday of each month.   Food Donations The Food Pantry needs any 

and all non-perishable food items, preferably in non-

breakable containers. We also need toiletries, baby 

supplies (formula, diapers, wipes, etc.) Leave non-

perishable donations in the boxes located at each 

entrance to the church.  We are also able to accept 

frozen or freezable foods by appointment.  

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED! 
 If you are interested in joining this ministry, contact Bobby Jetelina or Joe Falsone.  

Shoe Fundraiser Plans Canceled  Due to 

an unknown cause, the local shoe company who 

had previously donated shoes to our ministry, de-

cided that they would not continue to donate shoes.  

We did receive one donation of shoes from the 

company before they informed us of the discontinu-

ation of donations. By offering these shoes to our 

parish for free-will donations, we were able to raise 

more than $1300. This amount was shared with 

New Horizons who partnered with us on the shoe 

fund drive.  

Meals on Wheels @ St. Jerome Recently, 

SSVdP - St. Jerome Conference has joined up with 

Meals on Wheels to help serve elderly members of 

the West Waco community with meals on Tuesday 

& Thursday mornings. Many Vincentians have 

joined this effort, but we would like to develop teams 

to help. If any St. Jerome parishioner is interested in 

helping with this worthy outreach, please call or text 

Bobby Jetelina for additional information.  

Walk for the Poor The St. Jerome Conference 

will be sponsoring a Walk for the Poor to raise funds 

for our charitable needs.  The walk will take place 

October 22 on church grounds.  Please look for fur-

ther information about registration and participation 

as the date approaches.  

Thanks to a Generous Parishioner/Family 
Thanks to the parishioner family who donated a 

new chest freezer to SSVdP.  The children donated 

money from their lemonade stand sales and their 

parents made up the difference.  The family then 

delivered the new freezer to the House. The chil-

dren even brought popsicles for the freezer which 

were donated to a local Neighbor with children. 

What a great lesson in family charity.  Thank you all 

so much for your generosity.  


